
Thank you to our
Program Sponsors!

858 Wellness Way, Pender
402-385-3350

Smith Farm Service, Inc. 
Hwy. 9 South
402-385-3065

“Your Community Bank”
402-385-3063 • www.frontier.bank

Member FDIC

Pender Veterinary Clinic LLC
• Complete Animal Health Care
Phone: 402-385-3155

Dr. Mike Sharp • Dr. Josh Beutler 
Dr. Kia Coleman • Dr. Melissa Heberer

Pender • 402-385-3003

Pender • 402-385-2648 - Bancroft • 402-648-3318

313 MAIN STREET | PENDERTIMES.COM

Thurston • 402-385-3025

MAIN STREET CUSTOM METAL
119 Main Street • 402.385.3238

Newton Diesel
The Diesel Doc

N. Hwy. 9 – 402-385-3698 – Pender, NE
•Farm •Truck •Commercial

  Grocery
    402-385-3075
           Deli
          402-385-6120

Matt Torczon - Agent
      402-385-6500

T.J.’s AutoT.J.’s Auto
309 Maple • Pender • 402-385-2229

Friday, June 28th- Sunday, June 30th

Special thanks to these corporate sponsors for their support in promoting and supporting these community events!

Saturday, June 29th
Breakfast (freewill donation)

8-10 a.m. at Pender Public Schools
Tours of the school available 

Golf Scramble at Twin Creeks Golf Club
starting times 8:30 a.m. and Noon - Call course to sign up teams

Scholastic Book Fair and Entertainment
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at House Memorial Library
Dino O’Dell “Out of this World” music and 

stories  at 10 a.m. at the park shelter
Sponsored by House Memorial Library

Morning Coffee & Rolls 
9 a.m. at the Pioneer Senior Center

Lunch on the Lawn 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at Heritage Museum of Thurston County featuring Front Porch Pickers

Little Sprouts Kiddie Carnival and Parade
10:30 a.m. Kiddie Parade down Thurston Avenue. 

All children welcomed to participate in the parade.
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Kiddie Carnival, at parking lot,

featuring water balloon toss, face/nail painting,
lawn mower rides, fi nger printing-Thurston County 

Sheriff’s Department, free will donation for hot dogs, chips and 
water, free will donation for SnoCones

Tours of Little Sprouts Child Development Center also available

PENDPENDPENDERERER
Join in the celebration!

Sunday, June 30th
Fly-in Pancake Breakfast 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Sponsored by the Pender Public Schools Junior Class

Community Worship Service
10:30 a.m. at Pender Community Center

Parade at 1 p.m. 

Fun in the Park following the parade

Car and Tractor Show with trophies at 1-3 p.m. near park 

Watermelon Feed 
Sponsored by the CharterWest Bank

Free Kids Bounce Houses
Sponsored by the Pender-Thurston Chamber of Commerce

Dunk Tank and Train Rides 
2-4 p.m. Sponsored by the Frontier Bank in park

Food Vendors in the Park
Book Fair and Entertainment

1-5 p.m. book fair
2-4 p.m. with Ditzy the Balloon Twister 
and face painter on the library lawn

Split-the-Pot
Purchase split the pot tickets throughout the 

weekend. Tickets sales will benefi t the Pender Ministerial 
Assocation’s school backpack program and food pantry

Saturday Continued

The Pender Celebration advertising is funded in part by 
a grant from the Thurston County Tourism Promotion Fund.

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
9 PM-1 AM
21 and Over
Pender Main Street

Friday, June 28th
Scholastic Book Fair

2-5 p.m. at House Memorial Library

Ice Cream Social & Kids Train Rides
5-7:30 p.m. Sponsored by Frontier Bank

BBQ & Street Dance on Main Street
 BBQ starts at 5 p.m.

Lemon Fresh Day starting at 9 p.m.
Cash bar, 21 and over, no coolers or outside beverages 

Alumni Banquet
Social hour at 5:30 p.m.

Pender Community Center
Note: Class photos will be taken during the social hour

ALUMNI WEEKEND
SCHEDULE
Turn inside page 4a

Offi cial Publication for: Thurston County • School Districts of Pender, Walthill, Winnebago • Villages of Pender, Emerson, Rosalie, Thurston, Walthill, Winnebago
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New hangar climbs 
skyward at airport

By Michael Carnes
Dakota County Star Editor

A Thurston County native 
dubbed a “hero” by those who 
worked alongside him on a va-
riety of social justice issues has 
passed away.

Frank LaMere, 69, lost a battle 
with cancer Sunday. A tradition-
al wake in his honor began Mon-
day and was to continue through 
Wednesday morning at the St. 
Augustine school gymnasium in 
Winnebago, with a funeral mass 
set for later that day at the St. 
Augustine church.

To those who worked along-
side him, LaMere was a fi ghter 
who could always be seen on 
the front lines in efforts to help 
Native Americans on everything 
from police brutality to the long-
running and continuing battle 
against the proposed Keystone 
XL Pipeline.

According to a news release by 
the Nebraska Democratic Party, 
LaMere left a legacy of leadership 
on numerous social justice issues 
and was a stalwart advocate of 
justice. He worked to protect and 
advocate for Indian children, ad-
dressed police brutality against 
Indian people, fought alcohol 
sales near the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation and led on countless 
other issues.

LaMere, a member of the Win-
nebago tribe, was the longest-
serving Native American member 
of the Democratic National Com-
mittee, and was a founder of both 
the Nebraska Native Caucus and 
the National Native Caucus of the 
Democratic Party.

“Dr. Frank LaMere would of-
ten tell me, ‘We do our best for 
the most people’ and would im-
mediately follow up with ideas for 
actions in the streets and in the 
halls of government,” Jane Kleeb, 
chair of the Nebraska Democratic 
Party, said late Sunday. “Frank 
was the heart of our Democratic 
Party and many grassroots fi ghts 
across our country and nation. 
We lost a hero today who had un-
fi nished business that we must 
now complete.”

In a news release late Monday 
afternoon, South Sioux City May-
or Rod Koch said his community 
lost one of its fi nest citizens, a 
man of principles who led nation 
efforts to promote fairness and 
equality for Native Americans.

“His family will be at a loss, 
but empowered by his legacy 
of positive actions. He will be 
sorely missed, not only in South 
Sioux City, but in Siouxland as 
a whole,” Koch said. “He was an 
advocate for the downtrodden 
and his helpful spirit will never 
be replaced.”

Congressman Jeff Fortenberry 
remembered LaMere as a pas-
sionate fi ghter for helping those 
less fortunate.

“I am saddened by the loss 
of our friend Frank LaMere. His 
passion for Native American is-
sues, his love of politics, and 
his desire to help those most in 
need showed through in his ex-
traordinary life,” Fortenberry 
said. “Frank was a frequent visi-
tor to Washington, but I last saw 
Frank at Nebraska Wesleyan’s 
graduation, where Frank received 
a special honor. Even though it 
was his day, Frank sought me 
out afterwards because of his de-
sire to be in solidarity and friend-
ship.”

LaMere was born March 1, 
1950 in South Sioux City to John 
and Matilda LaMere. As a young 
man, he was part of the American 

Indian Movement that worked to 
reform the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, starting a legacy of work to 
help improve the lives of the Na-
tive American community.

While he was involved in a 
variety of efforts, his best work 
came toward the end of his life. 
He worked tirelessly in the effort 
to end alcohol sales at Whiteclay, 
Neb., a small town on the Nebras-
ka-South Dakota border in the 
northwest part of the state that 
was home to four liquor stores 
which were frequented by resi-
dents of the nearby Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in South Da-
kota. LaMere helped to ultimately 
close down those establishments, 
which illegally sold alcohol to 
Pine Ridge residents who crossed 
the border and bought more than 
4.4 million cans of beer annually.

LaMere also served as the 
Democratic Party chairman of 
the National Native American 
Caucus and was executive direc-
tor of the Nebraska Inter-Tribal 
Development Corporation. He 
served as a Nebraska delegate to 
the Democratic National Conven-
tion from 1988 through 2012, 
and also served as director of the 
Four Directions center in Sioux 
City.

In 2011, he was awarded the 
War Eagle Human Rights Award 
by the Sioux City Human Rights 
Commission for his lifelong 
achievements, which included 
lobbying in support of the 2003 
Iowa Indian Child Welfare Act.

LaMere suffered a stroke in 
2012, but that didn’t seem to 
slow him down as he worked 
closely with groups that opposed 
the Keystone Pipeline and was 
named fi rst associate chair of the 
Nebraska Democratic Party, a 
position he held until his death.

LaMere is survived by his wife, 
Cynthia, three children — Jenni-
fer, Hazen, and Manape Hocinci-
ga (a fourth child, Lexie Wakan, 
died in 2014 due to leukemia), 
brothers Anthony, David, Darrell, 
Larry, Randall and Willard, and 
sisters Laura, Lauren, Candace, 
Jackie, Michelle and Karen.

Native American activist LaMere died Sunday

Penderites carry Games torch

Dr. Frank LaMere (right), pictured with Nebraska Democratic Par-
ty Chair Jane Kleeb, was a longtime activist and advocate for the 
Native American community. The 69-year-old South Sioux City 
native passed away Sunday after a brief battle with cancer.

The Nebraska Department 
of Transportation (NDOT) con-
tinues to take immediate action 
to restore and open roads and 
bridges damaged by catastrophic 
fl ooding this past spring.

NDOT will be holding several 
open house public meetings to 
share information about its fl ood 
recovery plan and Emergency 
Relief (ER) projects in response 
to the historic fl ooding in March 
2019. Nebraska residents and 
visitors are encouraged to attend 
the meeting located in the area of 
interest to them. The closest to 
Thurston County is the District 
3 meeting in Norfolk on Wednes-
day, June 26.

The open house meetings are 
scheduled as follows:

• District 1 Flood Recovery 
Meeting: Tuesday, June 25, 
2019 from 2:30-4 p.m. in the 
Kimmel Conference Room (5995 
G Road, Nebraska City)

• District 3 Flood Recovery 
Meeting: Wednesday, June 26, 
2019 from 2:30-4 p.m. at the 
Lifelong Learning Center (601 E. 
Benjamin Avenue, Norfolk))

• District 8 Flood Recovery 
Meeting: Thursday, June 27, 
2019 from 9:30-11 a.m. at the 
Holt County Annex (128 N. 6th 
Street, O’Neill)

• District 3 Flood Recovery 
Meeting: Thursday, June 27, 
2019 from 2:30-4 p.m. in the 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Con-
ference Room (2523 Woodbine 
Street, Niobrara)

Restoring safe and effi cient 
travel of Nebraska’s Highways 
is NDOT’s top priority through 
temporary emergency relief and 
permanent solutions. The open 
house will feature informational 
displays and handouts including 
project details and timelines with 
NDOT representatives available 
to help answer questions about 
fl ood recovery efforts.

Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the meetings 
at any point during the posted 
times.

Information about NDOT’s 
fl ood recovery efforts is available 
and updated at https://dot.ne-
braska.gov/news-media/nebras-
ka-fl ood-2019.

Several local youth took part in the Nebraska State Games torch run on Friday, taking turns carrying 
it from mile marker 11 south of Pender to mile marker 36 about eight miles east of Wayne. In this 
photo taken as they made their way through Pender was, from left, Piper Steinman, Trent Hansen, 
Owen Kneifl , Jaxen Breitbarth, Aiden Beckman, Reece Heineman, Myra Hansen, Carter Hansen 
and Megan Breitbarth. Also taking part with the kids were adults Melissa Hansen, Krista Heineman, 
Pam Peters, Tasha Breitbarth, Bill Newton and Mark Svoboda.

Public is invited to 
attend NDOT fl ood 
recovery meetings

A new hangar is going up at the Pender Airport, funded primarily 
by federal money. The building has reached skyward over the 
past several weeks as the steel framing is in place and walls are 
going up. The hangar is located on the northeast corner of the 
airport complex. Residents can get a bit closer view of it dur-
ing next weekend’s fl y-in/drive-in breakfast on Sunday during 
alumni weekend. Photography: Jason Sturek

Alumni Jamboree 
is here next weekend

Pender’s alumni weekend 
Jamboree is mere days away next 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
June 28-30.

The full schedule can be found 

Omaha-based band “Lemon 
Fresh Day” will provide the en-
tertainment for Friday on Main 
Street at 9 p.m.

this week in The Pender Times on 
page 4a. Among the highlights 
are Friday night’s barbecue for 
the whole family and live music/
beer garden for adults.

The fun downtown begins at 5 
p.m. with the food. Omaha rock 
cover band Lemon Fresh Day 
takes the stage at 9 p.m. when 
the evening turns toward fun for 
adults.

Saturday includes the alumni 
banquet at Pender Community 
Center at 5:30 p.m. Note that 
tickets should be purchased by 
June 24.

Sunday includes the annual 
parade at 1 p.m., followed by 
“Fun in the Park.”

There are many more events 
each day, so be sure to check 
them all out and supporting as 
many as you can this year for 
alumni weekend.

 24 THURSTON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS • BLOOD DRIVE AT THURSTON MANUFACTURING

26 HOUSE MEMORIAL LIBRARY K-3 GRADE STORIES • MARSHA (HEINEMAN) HANLY GOLF TOURNAMENT AT TWIN CREEKS
 24 24
20 MASONIC LODGE MEETING

27 HOUSE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 4-6 GRADE STORIES

28 ALUMNI WEEKEND JAMBOREE JUNE 28-30

• Dr. Jim Albrecht
• Dr. Brandon Burress

Pender Grain Inc.
Feed • Seed • Fertilizer • Chemicals 
Grain • Storage • Drying • Trucking
“Helping Farmers Do What They Do Best” 

Pender Pendragons
No............... Name........................................... Grade............................ Offense......................Defense
1................. Braiden Allvin...................................11..................................... WR..................................DB
2................. Ryan Linkous...................................12......................................OL................................... DL
3................. Reece Heineman.............................12..................................... WR..................................DB
4................. Owen Larsen...................................11...................................FB/RB................................DB
5................. Houstin Holloway.............................11......................................RB..................................DB
7................. Easton Dutcher................................12.......................................K.........................................
8................. Nash Morgan...................................11..................................... WR..................................DB
9................. Brandon Smith.................................12...................................TE/FB................................ LB
10............... Tayt Welsh........................................9.......................................QB.................................. LB
11................ Michael Chase.................................10..................................... WR..................................DB
12............... Kolt Smith........................................10..................................... WR..................................DB
14............... Owen Hathaway..............................11..................................... WR..................................DB
15............... Kooper Schrunk................................9.......................................RB..................................DB
17............... Brody Nixon.....................................10..................................... WR..................................DB
18............... Zander Welsh..................................11......................................QB.................................. LB
19............... Will Gutzmann..................................9.......................................TE...................................DE
21............... Zayne Ruppert..................................9.......................................TE...................................DE
22............... Jake Schuster..................................12......................................QB.................................. LB
23............... Trevor Trimble..................................12......................................RB..................................DB
24............... Carter Hansen.................................12.................................. WR/TE...............................DE
25............... Hendrix isner....................................9.......................................OL...................................DE
26............... Landon Rose...................................11......................................TE...................................DE
27............... Ryan Krueger..................................12......................................TE...................................DE
28............... Cooper French.................................11......................................OL................................... LB
30............... Lane Kelly........................................12.................................. WR/RB...............................DB
32............... Grant Geisert...................................10......................................TE...................................DE
33............... Oliver Isner......................................11......................................TE................................... LB
35............... Liam Blomenberg-Sherer.................9.......................................OL................................... DL
38............... Brad Langley...................................10......................................OL................................... DL
40............... Cash French....................................11......................................OL................................... DL
44............... Bryan Godinez.................................10......................................FB................................... LB
51............... Kaddo Schrunk................................11......................................OL................................... DL
53............... Quion Merrick..................................10......................................OL................................... DL
55............... Logan Timm.....................................11......................................OL................................... DL
64............... Carson Conroy.................................9.......................................OL................................... DL
66............... Linkin Baker.....................................11......................................OL................................... DL
68............... Chris Blomenberg-Sherer................11......................................OL................................... DL
71............... Henco Engelbrecht...........................9.......................................OL................................... DL
75............... Joshua Luedert................................10......................................OL................................... DL
80............... Talan Beckman.................................9.......................................TE................................... DL
82............... Cooper Gathje.................................10......................................OL...................................DE
84............... Rowen Paeper..................................9.......................................OL................................... LB
86............... Rhiley Crippen..................................9.......................................OL................................... DL
99............... Derek Smith.....................................12......................................OL................................... DL
Coaches: Cody Volk, Brock Simonsen, Lucas Ramm, Chase Hofmeister, Quinton Heineman, 
  Corey Jorgensen   Volunteer assistants: Amp Ferg, Joe Walsh.
Managers: Harry Volk, Zach Roeber, Kaden Schroeder, Blake Sturek, Boone Jorgensen, Mack Volk,        
  Duke Simonsen, Crew Ferg, Sterling Simonsen

2025 D1 PLAYOFFS SCHEDULE2025 D1 PLAYOFFS SCHEDULE
ROUND 1  —  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025 

PendeRPendeR
PENDRAGONSPENDRAGONS

MeaDMeaD
RAIDERSRAIDERS

ROUND 2 OCT. 31  |  QUARTERFINALS  NOV. 7  |  SEMIS  NOV. 14   |  FINALS  NOV. 24

Welcome to the Pendragon Sports ComplexWelcome to the Pendragon Sports Complex

Mead RaidersMead Raiders
No...................... Name.................................... Grade......................Offense............................Defense
1........................ Mason Reed.............................12..............................QB.........................................DB
2........................ Austin Kellams..........................10.............................. RB..........................................LB
3........................ Waldo Cruz...............................11.............................. RB..........................................LB
4........................ Cayde Gartner..........................10..........................UTILITY.................................. UTIL
5........................ Javier Portillo.............................9...............................WR........................................DB
6........................ Tony Engel................................12..............................WR........................................DB
7........................ Cooper Pflueger.........................9...............................WR........................................DB
8........................ Wyatt Engel...............................11..........................UTILITY.................................. UTIL
10...................... Noah Heinen..............................9...............................WR........................................DB
11....................... Sawyer Marshall........................9............................... RB..........................................LB
12...................... James Brennan..........................9............................... OL......................................... DL
13...................... Preston Price............................12..............................WR........................................DB
16...................... Jaycen Anthony-Wonder...........10.............................. OL......................................... DL
20...................... Tegan Clark................................9............................... RB.........................................DB
21...................... Riley Morones............................9............................... OL......................................... DL
32...................... Jacob Rosencrantz....................9............................... OL......................................... DL
33...................... Brady Gartner...........................12.............................. TE.........................................DE
40...................... Micah Christensen....................10.............................. OL......................................... DL
63...................... Treyce Ferguson.......................12.............................. OL......................................... DL
72...................... James Engel.............................12.............................. OL......................................... DL
81...................... Abram Lee................................11.............................. TE..........................................LB

Coaches: Brandon Mills, Cole Bloomendahl, Evan Halbmaier
Managers: Hudson Engel, Lincoln Engel, Sawyer Engel, AJ Kuhn, Sean Underwood


